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Introduction  

The study has been compiled on the initiative of the Opolskie Centre for Economy Development 
(Opolskie Centrum Rozwoju Gospodarki; OCRG) and with a view to outlining the profile of the 
food and beverage industry in the region and presenting it both to potential investors and food 
and beverage companies from the region. 
 

The aim of the analysis was to present the current situation of the food and beverage industry in 
the region and to outline its potential for development.  

 

The presentation summarises key points from the analysis on the characteristics of the food and 
beverage industry in Poland and the Opolskie region. 

 

The analysis was primarily based on secondary sources (statistical data, industry studies, 
regional publications, strategic documents) and was complemented with information from 
telephone interviews with 35 representatives of food and beverage companies from the region. 

 

 

 

 

4 



Opole, 2012 Investors and Exporters Service Centres (COIE) 

45-716 Opole |  ul. Spychalskiego 1 a 

phone: +48 77 40 33 646 ς 48 |  fax +48 77 40 33 609 

e-mail: invest@ocrg.opolskie.pl |  www.opolskie.coie.gov.pl 

5 

Food and beverage industry  
in Poland  
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Source: Own study based on the List of 500 major Polish companies, published by Polityka weekly, 2011 

Leaders of the food and beverage industry in Poland  

Nestle Polska SA 

ZT Kruszwica SA 

Danone Sp. z o.o. tƻƭǎƪƛŜ aƱȅƴȅ {! 

tƻƭǎƪƛŜ aƱȅƴȅ {! 
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Leaders of the food and beverage industry in Opolskie  
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Rapidly developing sector  

Basic informations about food and beverage industry in 
Poland: 

 

ü  31 946 food and beverage companies  

 

ü  414.9 thousand of employed 

Á17.1 % of total employment in industrial 
processing  

Á14.2% of total employment in industry 

 

ü The value of sales: 

Á food products - 140 billion PLN (15.7% of 
the value of total sales of Polish industry)  

 

Á beverages - 29 billion PLN (3.2% of the value 
of total sales of Polish industry) 

Value of sales in the food and beverage industry  
in Poland in 2009-2011 (in millions PLN) 

Source: Industrial production in 2011, Central Statistical Office 
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Food and beverage  industry  production  in Poland  

Source: Industrial production in 2011, Central Statistical Office 

The structure of sales of the Polish food and beverage industry is dominated by meat, dairy, bakery and flour 
products. 
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Polish food and beverage exports  

Commodity structure of the Polish food and beverage 
exports in 2010 

Source: Ministry of Finance. For: The Food and BeverageM arket in Poland. Food Chain Distribution. 
Presentation by the Agricultural Market Agency, 2011. 

Basic informations about exports: 

ü  13.5 billion PLN ς value of exports in the 
food and beverage industry  

ü  2.6 billion PLN ς export surplus in the food 
and beverage industry  

ü  11.3% ς part of the food and beverage 
industry in tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ  total exports 

ü  8.2% ς part of the food and beverage industry 
in tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ total imports 

 

The strongest segments of the Polish food and 
beverage industry:  

ü  animal and meat production,  

ü  sugar and confectionery production, 

ü  processed fruit and vegetables production. 

Polish industrial processing companies have made 
their presence felt on the EU market, which 

comprises 27 countries and has approximately 500 
million customers. 
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FDI in the food and beverage industry  

FDI in the food and beverage industry by countries of 
origin (registration)  of the companies that invested in the 

food and beverage industry in Poland in recent years 

The list of Foreign Direct Investments made in recent 
years and handled by the Polish Information and 

Foreign Investment Agency (PAIiIZ ) mentioned 134 
companies that invested in the food processing 
industry in Poland. 

Source: List of Major Foreign Investors in Poland, with Comment , December 2011; Polish 
Information and Foreign Investment Agency 2011 

FDI in the food and beverage industry by investment 
volume in the region 

The majority of investments in the food and beverage 

industry were made by German, French, Danish 
and Dutch companies and by businesses from the 
USA and UK.  The majority of investments, too, were 
made in the regions of Mazovia and Wielkopolska. 
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Food and beverage industry  
in the Opolskie region  
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2ÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ 
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Food and beverage production  in Opolskie  
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Basic informations about food and beverage 
industry in the Opolskie ǊŜƎƛƻƴ_ 
 

ü  921 companies  

ü  7.4 thousand of employed 

Á  13.4% of total employed in the industry 
Á  7.7% of total employed in the region 

 

ü  The value of sales:  

Á  2.5 billion PLN 
Á  16.9% - part of the value of total sales of 

industrial processing companies in the 
region 

 

ü  Stable growth rates without any short-term 
and sharp fluctuations 

ü  The Opolskie region ranks  4th in Poland as 
regards the share of food and beverage 
companies in the overall number of business 
entities in the region 

Value of sales  in the food and beverage industry in the 
Opolskie region in 2010 (current prices in millions PLN) 

Source: Own study based on The Statistical Yearbook of the Opole Region, 2011 

Dynamics of sales in the food and beverage production in 
the Opolskie region (fixed prices), corresponding period of 

the previous year = 100 

Source: Own study based on The Report on the Social and Economic Situation of the Opole 
Region in 2011 
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The list of Foreign Direct Investment made in 
recent years and handled by the Polish 
Information and Foreign Investment Agency 
(PAIiIZ) in the Opolskie region: 

ü 13 investments that can be qualified as FDI 
in the food and beverage industry 

 

ü The investments focused mainly in the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ  ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ centre, Opole, as 
well as in bŀƳȅǎƱƽǿ and Skarbimierz near Brzeg 
(subzone of the ²ŀƱōǊȊȅŎƘ Special Economic 
Zone).  

 

The following page shows the list of FDIs in the 
Opolskie region handled by the Polish Information 
and Foreign Investment Agency (numbers in the 
table correspond to the numbers on the map). 

FDI in the food and beverage industry in Opolskie  

Source: List of Major Foreign Investors in Poland, with Comment, December 2011; Polish 
Information and Foreign Investment Agency 2011 
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FDI in the food and beverage industry in the Opolskie 
region 
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FDI in the food and beverage industry in Opolskie  
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No. Name of investor Capital from Name of company Location 

1 Lesaffre Group France Lesaffre Polska S.A. [JSC] ²ƻƱŎȊȅƴ 

2 Lorenz Snack - World Germany Intersnack Sp. z o.o. [Ltd] Nysa 

3 Nestle  Germany Schoeller !ǊǘȅƪǳƱȅ {ǇƻȍȅǿŎȊŜ Sp. z o. o. [Ltd] bŀƳȅǎƱƽǿ 

4 Good Mills Austria GoodMills Polska Stradunia Sp. z o.o. [Ltd] Walce 

5 Zott GmbH&Co KG Germany Zott Polska Sp. z o. o. [Ltd] Opole 

6 Smithfield Foods USA ANIMEX - Opolskie ½ŀƪƱŀŘȅ Drobiarskie S.A.  [JSC] Opole 

7 Danone France Nutricia ½ŀƪƱŀŘȅ Produkcyjne Sp. z o.o. [Ltd] Opole 

8 Kraft Foods (Mondelez) USA Cadbury Polska  - Fabryka ƎǳƳȅ Řƻ ȍǳŎƛŀ Skarbimierz 

9 Bunge Limited USA ZT Kruszwica Brzeg 

10 
CPIG (Chicago Poland 

Investment Group) LLC 
USA Browar bŀƳȅǎƱƽǿ Sp. z o. o. [Ltd] bŀƳȅǎƱƽǿ 

11 Kraft Foods (Mondelez) USA Cadbury - Fabryka Czekolady Skarbimierz 

12 Smithfield Foods USA 
Animex-½ŀƪƱŀŘȅ Drobiarskie S.A  [JSC]  

oddz. w Grodkowie  
DǊƻŘƪƽǿ 

13 Sudzucker Niemcy Sudzucker Polska Polska Cerekiew 
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Food and beverage industry subsidiaries:  
agricultural production  
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The condition of agriculture in the Opolskie region:  

ü Steady supplies of agricultural produce for food 
processing. 

üFavourable natural conditions: 

Álowland terrain, 
Áhigh quality soils (one the lowest percentages 

of infertile acidic and strongly acidic soils in 
Poland), 
Ámild climate, which ensures one of the longest 

crop growing seasons in Poland. 

ü Cultural conditions ς centuries-old tradition of 
farming. 

ü In 2010, the region had over 518 thousand hectares 
of agricultural land, including 511 thousand hectares 

where Good Agricultural Practice was applied, 
which yielded a percentage of 98.5% and proved to 
be the highest throughout Poland. 

Percentage of agricultural land with Good Agricultural 
Practice in 2010 
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Labour market in the food and 
beverage industry  
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Employment rate in the food and beverage  
industry in Poland  

Employment rate in the food and beverage industry  
in Poland in 2010 

Source: Own study based on data from the Central Statistical Office and Regional Yearbooks 

Labour market in food and beverage industry:  

üOn average, the employment rate in the food 
and beverage sector in Poland amounted to 

414.9 thousand people in 2010, which 
accounted for 17.1 % of people employed in 
industrial processing and 14.2% of those 
working in industry.  

üThe average national share of employment in 
the food and beverage sector in total 

employment was 6.9%. 

üApproximately 65% food and beverage 
companies are small companies which 
employ up to 9 people. The percentage of 
large companies employing more than 249 
people is rising steadily, however. This 
phenomenon, known as the concentration of 
production, has been occurring all over 
Poland. 
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Percent of employees from food 
and beverage industry [%] 
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Level of unemployment  

Registered unemployment rate in the districts of the 
Opolskie region in 2011 

ü The registered unemployment rate in the Opolskie region 

amounted to 13.3% in 2011 

ü The total number of economically active people who were 
seeking jobs and were ready to take up employment in the 

Opolskie region amounted to 48 029 at the end of 2011. 

ü The unemployment rate in the Opolskie region varies by 
territory . While the smallest one-digit unemployment 
rate is ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ -Opole (6.2% in 2011), the 
highest level of unemployment is in the Brzeg district -
brzeski (20.90%).  

Registered unemployment rate in Poland in 2011 
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Source: Own study based on data from the Central Statistical Office 
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Wages and salaries in Poland  

Average monthly wages and salaries (gross) in the 
regions in 2010 compared to the average national wage 

ü Wages and salaries in the Opolskie region are markedly 

lower than the national average.  

ü The average monthly wage in the region was  

3249.58 PLN gross,  
which is lower than in most neighbouring regions 
(Silesia-ǏƭŊǎƪƛŜ: 3794.62 PLN, Lower Silesia-ŘƻƭƴƻǏƭŊǎƪƛŜ: 
3587.25 PLN, Greater Poland-wielkopolskie: 3284.41 
PLN). 
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Average monthly wages and salaries (gross) in the regions 
in 2010 (in PLN) 
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Source: Own study based on data from the Central Statistical Office 
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Percent of national average [%] 

786.82 EUR 

786.82 EUR 
877.77 EUR 
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Wages and salaries in the Opolskie region  

Average monthly wages and salaries (gross) in the 
Opolskie region by disticts 

ü Average  salary levels in the Opolskie region vary by 
territory. The highest wages and salaries (above 
national average) are to be found in the districts of 

YťŘȊƛŜǊȊȅƴ-YƻȋƭŜ (3753.82 PLN) ,  

in Opole (3714.16 PLN)  

and in Krapkowice (3597.89 PLN). 

üWorkers employed in food and beverage companies 
earn relatively less compared to both the regional 
average and the average for industry and industrial 
processing in the region. 

Average monthly wages  and salaries (gross) in industry, 
industrial processing and food and beverage sector in the 

Opolskie region in 2010 (PLN) 

22 

Source: Own study based on data from the Central Statistical Office 
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759.25 EUR 

729.51 EUR 

658.33 EUR 

908.92 EUR 

899.31 EUR 

871.16 EUR 
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Wages and salaries in the food and beverage industry  

Average wages and salaries in the food and beverage 
industry in 2010 

Source: Own study based on data from the Central Statistical Office and Regional Yearbooks 

ü The average wage in the food and beverage 
industry amounted to  

2900.0 PLN gross in Poland  

and 2718.9 PLN in the Opolskie 
(data for 2010). 

ü Average wages and salaries in the food and 

beverage industry in Poland are 11% lower than 
remuneration levels in industrial processing and 

9% lower than in industry as a whole.  

ü The food and beverage industry is thus gaining a 

relative advantage in terms of employment 
costs. 
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Percent of national average [%] 

658.33 EUR 

702.18 EUR 
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ü Wages and salaries in the food and beverage industry 

are lower than in neighbouring regions and 
throughout Poland. This opinion has been expressed 
by 78% and 75% of respondents taking part in a 
survey conducted among food and beverage 
companies in the Opolskie region. 

ü It should also be noted that none of the respondents 
felt that wages and salaries in the food and beverage 
industry in the Opolskie region are higher than in 
neighbouring regions or throughout Poland.  

ü This can be noticed in relation to all types of 
positions examined in the survey (manager, specialist, 

ordinary worker). It can also be noticed that the 
higher is the management level, the closer to 
the national average is the salary.  

ü This means that the most glaring differences in 
wages and salaries are to be noticed at the lowest 
positions. 

Average wages and salaries in the food and beverage 
industry in the Opolskie region compared to average 
wages and salaries in the food and beverage industry 

throughout Poland and in the neighbouring regions, as 
expressed by companies from the Opolskie region, are: 

Source: Own study based on interviews with companies from the Opolskie region 
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Average wages and salaries in the food and beverage 
industry in the Opolskie region compared to average 

wages and salaries in the food and beverage industry in 
the NEIGHBOURING REGIONS by position, as expressed 

by companies from the Opolskie regions, are: 

Source: Own study based on interviews with companies from the Opolskie region 

Average wages and salaries in the food and beverage 
industry in the Opolskie region compared to average 
wages and salaries in the food and beverage industry 
THROUGHOUT POLAND by position, as expressed by 

companies from the Opolskie regions, are: 
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Wages and salaries in the food and beverage industry  
by position  
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Average total wages and salaries of employees in the food 
and beverage industry IN POLAND by management level 

Source: 14th Report on Wages and Salaries in Production, published by Sedlak & Sedlak in 
2011 

Average total wages and salaries of employees in the 
food and beverage industry IN THE OPOLSKIE REGION by 

management level 

Management level 
Average monthly wages 

gross (PLN) 

Top management level 26 914 

Medium management level 9 345 

Lower management level 5 066 

Senior specialist 5 058 

Specialist 4 202 

Blue collar worker 3 361 

 Management 

level 
Average monthly wages gross (PLN) 

Manager 

7 888  

(3000-5000 in SME;  

20000-30000 in large companies) 

Specialist 

3 500  

(2000-2500 in SME;  

approx. 7000 in large companies) 

Blue collar 

worker 

1 756  

(1500-2200 in SME;  

3000-3500 in large companies) 

Source: Own study based on interviews with companies from the Opolskie region 

Average wages and salaries in the food and beverage industry in the Opolskie region on each 

positions are lower than in Poland. 
 

6 517 EUR 
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Why Opolskie ? 
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Convenient location  
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In Europe In  Poland 
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Convenient inter -regional transportation systems  
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Convenient international transportation system s 
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Access to consumers in Europe  

31 

Location of Opolskie region provides 
easy access to absorptive markets of 
Central and Eastern Europe, as well as  
mature market of Western Europe. 
 
Population figure: 
ü in radius of 150 km ς 8 237 790  
ü in radius of 500 km ς 91 531 000  
ü in EU ς 501 120 157  

Source: Eurostat 


